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Accreditation is… 

 

A process to evaluate and recognize an institution for meeting peer 
developed standards established for the purpose of promoting quality 

education 
 



 

 

Accreditation is NOT… 
• A Police Force 

• A “Rubber Stamp” 

• Easy 



 

 

 

Accreditation … 

challenges institutions to show success 



Public Good 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Private Good 
 



Purposes/Outcomes 
 

Public Good     Private Good 

• Engine for 
industry/private 
sector; develop 
workforce 

• Civic 
participation/citi
zenship 

• Research & 
Development 

• Defense & 
security 

• Public welfare 

• Socioeconomic Status 
• Income over lifetime 
• Professional 

Certification 
• Civic Engagement 
• Social wellbeing 
• Personal Rights & 

Responsibilities 
• Health benefits 

 



3 Case Studies 
 



Australian Catholic University 

American University of Madaba 

Regulatory 

Corporate 



Rankings 



4,700 Degree Granting 
 

• Decentralized 
• Diverse 
• Distinct 

• Democracy 
 
 
 
 

Higher Education U.S.A.  



 

• Public 
• Private 
• Not-for-Profit 
• For-Profit 
• Secular 
• Religious 
• Liberal Education 
• Vocational Education 
• Professional Education 
• Research 

 
 

 
 

21 million students 



Higher Education Accountability in 
the United States 

Federal Government 

State Government Institutional 
Governing Board Fiduciary 

Regulations 

Legal/Constitutional 

Public Trust 



Higher Education Oversight in 
the United States 

Federal Government State Government 

Accreditation 

Information 
Sharing 

Cooperation 

Overlap 

Conflicts 

Duplication 



Accreditation – Regional/National 

NWCCU 

WASC 
NCA 

Regional in 
Scope 

MSCHE 

SACS 

NEASC 



Accreditation - Institutional 

ACCSC 

National in 
Scope 

ACICS 

ACCET 

ABHES 

COE 

DETC 

COMTA 

NACCAS 



Accreditation – Programmatic 

Oriental Medicine Programmatic 
Accrediting 

Agencies 

Sample Areas 

 

National In Scope 

Not Required for 
Federal Funding 

Pharmacy 

Allied Health 

Liberal Educ. 

Law 

Family Therapy 

Medicine 

Funeral Science 

Midwife 

Dental 

Dietetics 

Occ. Therapy 

Optometric 

Osteopathic 

Physical Ther 

Podiatric 

Psychology 

SLP / Audiology 

Veterinary 

Religion 

Healthcare Mgmt 

Nursing 

English 

Massage Therapy 

Anesthesiology 

Chiropractic 

Public Health 

Naturopathy 

Radiology 

Montessori Ed. 

Cosmetology 

Art / Design 

Dance 

Music 

Theater 

Teaching 

Nursing 

Engineering 

Business 

Physician Assist. 

Consumer Sci. Construction Culinary Arts Library Sci. 

Aviation Industrial Tech. Clinical Lab. Social Work 

Planning 

Forestry 

Rec. & Park 

Woman’s Health 



Accreditation Characteristics: 
• Each accrediting agency sets its own standards in 

conjunction with its members 
• Standards are developed and institutions are 

assessed in a peer review process 
• Program objectives are set by the institution 
• Self-evaluation is the foundation for assessment  
• Institutional success is measured by the success of 

meeting institutional objectives  
• Continuous improvement 

 



Accreditation Outcomes: 
• Verify that an institution or program meets 

established standards 
• Involve the faculty and staff comprehensively in 

institutional evaluation and planning 
• Assist prospective students in identifying acceptable 

institutions 
• Establish criteria for professional certification, 

licensure and upgrading courses 
• Help to identify institutions and programs for the 

investment of public and private funds 
• Help determine eligibility for Federal assistance 



  
Challenges, Priorities and 3 Recommendations 

 
 



 
 

 
Higher Education Funding Amid 
“Softening” State Budgets 
Affordability 
Economic and Workforce Development 
Institutional Productivity and Student 
Success 
Student Debt Management 
Consumer Protection and For-Profit 
Colleges 
Policies to Help Vulnerable and Needy 
Students 
 
 
 

 
 

Policy Challenges 2017 
 



 
• Admin, Accountability, Governance 
• The Academic Profession 
• Private Resources & Public Responsibility 
• Diversification & Stratification 
• Economic & Other Disparities 
• Access, Equity and Completion 
• Knowledge Creation & Dissemination 
• Globalization & Internationalization 

Twenty-First-Century Challenges 



Access, Equity and Quality 

Student Learning Outcomes 

Globalization and Internationalization 

Priorities 

Apresentador
Notas de apresentação
11604 Membership Equity Deck
Note:  vertical expressions for subgroups except where noted



Equity and Quality 
Institutions track data on persistence, graduation, high-impact 

practices (HIPs), and learning outcomes; many fewer disaggregate 
data on HIPs and learning outcomes. 

Graduation rates 

Retention rates 

Participation in high-
impact practices 

Credit/course completion 
milestones 

Achievement of learning 
outcomes 

Enrollment in remedial 
courses 

Completion of remedial 
courses 25 

Apresentador
Notas de apresentação
Q.9ab



Student Learning Outcomes 
Emphasis on integration of knowledge, skills, and 
application than on broad knowledge acquisition. 

Integration of knowledge, skills, and application 

Applied learning experiences 

Cross-cutting skill development 

Broad knowledge acquisition 

Proportions saying their institution is placing more emphasis on each practice in their general 
education program 

26 

Apresentador
Notas de apresentação
Q.22



Globalization and Internationalization 
 
 

“The intentional process of integrating an 
international, intercultural or global 
dimension into the purpose, functions and 
delivery of post-secondary education, in 
order to enhance the quality of education 
and research for all students and staff and 
to make a meaningful contribution to 
society”  
 
(de Wit et al, 2015, European Parliament Study)  
 



 
 

Desirable Outcomes: 
A higher education system capable of producing global 
citizens and professionals… 
 
Respectful and appreciative of other cultures. 
 
Able to contribute to the development of knowledge 
economies and socially inclusive societies. 
   
Better positioned to address global issues. 
 
To compete and cooperate, with the rest of the world, 
including the emerging regions. 



 Recommendations 
 



Public Good 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Private Good 
 



Effective Assessment 
Characteristics  

Set Standards 
Collaboratively  

Continuous 
Improvement 

Self-evaluation 

Success = 
objectives 



Effective Assessment 
Outcomes  

Verify 
Standards  

Students as 
Global citizens 

Professional  
Certification Public & 

Private 
Investment 



Emerging 

Generative 

RIACES 
 

RANA  
 
 



The Common Good 
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